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The purpose of the county 4-H fairs in Connecticut is as follows:

1.

To provide a way to have each 4-H member present their project for
the year, have it evaluated and receive recognition.

To provide opportunities for youth to learn and practice leadership
skills by planning, conducting and evaluating the “county” 4-H Fair
under the guidance of trained volunteer adult mentors and UConn
4-H Extension staff members.

To provide a showcase of the 4-H program for the general public.

Other fair related points of note:

County 4-H fairs in Connecticut are open to any properly enrolled
UConn 4-H youth. For animal projects, youth must have also sub-
mitted animal project verification forms for their projects by the re-
quired due dates for their species in their county of enroliment.

Project animals are not required to be purebred and/or registered in
a breed organization.

Sanctioned shows of any purebred species are not allowed to be
held at any county 4-H fair held in Connecticut.

Ages for Juniors will be 7 - 12 years and Seniors will be 13 - 18 years.
(as of January 1 of that year)

Explorers (youth ages 5 - 6 years) are encouraged to enter in the Ex-
plorer display categories only.

Adult intervention during the fair is not allowed for handling, fitting,
or working directly with animals. However, adults are allowed to
supervise project animals for safety of both youth and animals.

All projects entered and submitted at the fair will be evaluated using
the Danish system of awarding ribbons. In this system, the judge
does not evaluate one person’s work by comparing it to another’s.
The evaluation is judged against a standard. The judge looks to de-
termine if contest requirements were met. Often a score sheet is
used, available from the county 4-H office. If the work meets a high
standard, it receives an excellent rating and blue ribbon (score 90-
100 points). A red ribbon is awarded for very good (score 80-89
points). A white ribbon signifies work meets standards well enough
to be shown, but is only of fair quality (score of 79 or lower). One
advantage of this system is that everyone whose work fulfills the
minimum qualifications can receive a ribbon. If all entries are judged
to be of the highest quality, all exhibitors in that group would re-



ceive blue ribbons. The purpose of using the Danish judging sys-
tem is to give every 4-H member the recognition deserved for the
work they completed. It also helps the youth to recognize the
ways in which they can improve over time to expand their skill lev-
el to “make the best better”.

4-H members are expected to enter and exhibit their projects in
the primary county in which they are enrolled. However, if the pri-
mary county fair does not offer a show for their project , they are
allowed to enter and exhibit their project at another county fair
with permission from the UConn 4-H Coordinator without penalty.

If a member is not able to attend and exhibit at their county fair,
they can request permission from both county educators to show
in another county. However, they would not be eligible for any
championship or be allowed to participate in the premier show-
manship contest of the out of county 4-H fair.

A project may only be exhibited at the county 4-H fair that the
project is registered in, unless another county’s 4-H fair class is
open to UConn 4-H members statewide, and the project meets
that fair’s requirements.

All 4-H animal exhibits must adhere to the CT Department of Agri-
culture Animal Health and Rabies Advisory Guidelines. UConn 4-H
does not exempt low risk for rabies transmission species. UConn

4-H reserves the right to be more stringent in the event of animal
health outbreaks.
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UConn 4-H Youth Development serves
more than 20,000 Connecticut young
people, aged 5 to 19, each year as the
youth education program of UConn Ex-
tension. 4-H provides non-formal, out of
and in-school community-based learning
to all 169 cities and towns in the
state. Programs are made accessible to
youth through the leadership and support
of adult volunteers. These volunteers
offer learning opportunities that are age-
appropriate, experiential/hands-on, and
are focused on developing life-skills and
open to all youth regardless of geogra-
phy, ethnicity and ability.

PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
4-H is led by a unique public-private part-
nership of the Cooperative Extension
System, land-grant universities, federal,
state and local government agencies, and
foundations. 4-H National Headquarters
NIFA provides national program leader-
ship to identify, develop and manage
high quality youth development pro-
grams, through the extension land-grant
system for 4-H. NIFA helps Cooperative

Extension System and land-grant univer-

sities take research-based knowledge
and expertise to identify and address
current issues/problems facing youth in
rural, suburban and urban communities.
National 4-H Council is the private sector,
non-profit partner of 4-H at all levels —
national, state and local. National 4-H
Council works to build stronger 4-H Pro-
grams through national fundraising sup-
port, marketing and brand management.
For information on how to support 4-H
contact:
Nancy Wilhelm
Program Coordinator
State 4-H Office
UConn Extension
1376 Storrs Road
Storrs, CT 06269-4134
Phone: 860-486-4127
FAX: 860-486-0264
Email: nancy.wilhelm@uconn.edu

Web: s. uconn.edu/4-h

UConn complies with all applicable federal and state laws
regarding non-discrimination, equal opportunity, affirma-
tive action, and providing reasonable accommodations for
persons with disabilities. Contact: Office of Institutional
Equity; (860) 486-2943; equity@uconn.edu; http://
www.equity.uconn.edu.
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