2024 UConn 4-H Horse Academic Contest Packet 

This Packet Contains:

· Rules for Horsebowl (Quizbowl) at all 3 levels

· Rules for Horse Judging at all 3 levels

· Deadlines for entry

· Eligibility requirements

· Entry fees, forms and information

Senior Contest Kentucky Event Eligibility Information

· Horsebowl - At this time we do not have a Horsebowl State Coach – so the Horsebowl is not eligible for New England Contest or Eastern National 4-H Roundup participation. 
· Horse Judging Contest – members who have an average score of 38, (across all judging classes and reasons) and want to participate will be considered for the team.  With preference given to the highest average scores. (All classes and reasons scores will be added together and then divided by the total classes judges and reasons sets to determine average scores.)  State 4-H Horse Judging Coach will determine practice schedule, and events that will be participated in.

Contest Dates and Deadlines for Registration 
Horsebowl – January 27, MX County Ext Center, Check in 9:30 AM – Deadline for Entry –January 6

Horse Judging – April 27, 2024, Storrs Campus, Check in 8:30 AM – Deadline for Entry –March 1st
Connecticut 4-H Horse Academic Contests
Goals:
The goals of the Connecticut 4-H Horse Contest are:

· To allow members to learn from each other and interact with other Connecticut 4-Hers

· To gain confidence in the knowledge acquired throughout the year from the 4-H Horse program

· To develop team skills

· To allow for competition and development of sportsmanlike conduct

· To develop life skills such as independence, leadership, self confidence and understanding for others.

Overview:
See below for participation opportunities.  All 4-H members and coaches MUST have active status in Z suite for the current year.
	Contest
	Senior
	Junior
	Novice
	Number on Team

	Hippology (2025)
	Individual 
	Individual or Team
	Individual -Novice Experience
	       3 to 4

	Horse Judging
	Individual 
	Individual or Team
	Individual
	       3 to 4

	Quiz Bowl
	Individual 
	Team
	Individual
	            4


Divisions:
There are 3 divisions:

· Novice:  Those 4-H members who are at least 7 years old but not over 9 as of January 1st of the current year.

· Junior:  Those 4-H members who are at least 7 years old but not over 14 as of January 1st of the current year.

· Senior:  Those 4-H members who are at least 14 years old but not over 18 as of January 1st of the current year.

Leaders:
All coaches must be registered 4-H volunteers.  Each coach is responsible for their members at all times.  

*  Any rule exceptions will be approved by the State 4-H Horse Coordinator’s office with input from the 4-H Horse Advisory

Code of Conduct:
For all senior level Kentucky eligible contest:  to allow all of our youth to experience a fun time at a horse competition, any unethical conduct will not be tolerated.  Any 4-H’er or leader who has altered, copied, or shared testing materials in order to better their score will be asked to leave. Violation of this rule may result in disqualification from all contests for that year. Any and all ribbons, prizes or positions they had been awarded will be forfeited, even if this action makes their team ineligible from further competition such as New England Regionals or National Contest.

Falsification of any document results in a 3 year ban from competition, for either the youth or leader/coach.  A second offense will result in a lifetime expulsion from the Connecticut 4-H Contests. Connecticut 4-H Code of Conduct form must be signed and on file in your local office, copies may be requested.

Special Needs:

Any special needs must be made known, in writing, to the State Committee or your local Extension office at least 2 weeks prior to contest.

 Contest Entries:
State Contest entries must be complete and accompanied with full payment and postmarked by the due date.  Late or incomplete (no payment, missing address, emergency numbers etc.) entries will not be accepted.  Only a single check per team/county will be accepted.  If individual members are entering multiple contests with the same due date a single check can be used.  Money orders are suggested for teams who are pooling funds.

Contest Winners:

The winning Senior members in each of the individual contests are eligible for the New England Regional Contest and Eastern National 4-H Round-up in Kentucky, provided there is a state 4-H Coach in place for that contest.    Any senior member, who has registered for or competed at the Eastern (or Western) National 4-H Roundup level, is no longer eligible to compete in that contest at the state level again.  Should an individual qualify for more than one contest at a single State contest, they can only compete in one contest at the regional and national levels.  Providing that each contest is nationally eligible (minimum of 3 counties represented competing on the Senior level or a qualifying score as deemed by the State 4-H Advisory Committee), the top four individuals in a given team contest will be afforded the opportunity to go to the New England Regional Contest and Eastern National 4-H Round-up in Kentucky.

Fund Raising and Accounting:

The University of Connecticut funds a portion of the expenses when possible. Teams are responsible for their own additional fundraising.  Refer to your County Extension Staff for all fundraising rules and any applicable state and federal laws.
Team Strategies:

We strongly urge each county to assemble teams, including individual competitors as much as possible.  Some considerations to remember:

If a 4-H contestant is on multiple teams in the three contests or if the same team competes in several contests, it is conceivable for that individual to win multiple state contests.  They would be eligible to compete at Regionals and Nationals in ONLY ONE CONTEST PER YEAR.  Decisions should be made prior to competition as to which contest they would compete in at the Regionals and Nationals.  We encourage teams or individuals to compete in the state contests for which they are eligible.
Contest Descriptions
The following are in-depth descriptions of each of the contests that are currently offered.

State 4-H Horse Judging Contest:

Objectives:
· Exhibit your ability to evaluate desirable conformation (structural correctness, balance and muscling), breed characteristics, and performance ideals in different breeds of horses.

· Use your horse evaluation skills, based on knowledge and fact; make a decision and explain your decision.

· Use proper equine terminology that can be used in a logical, systematic way to defend your placings.

· Display confidence in your ability and use of the English language by giving oral reasons to a judge.

· Demonstrate clear speaking skills, decisively, and convincingly through the use of oral reasons.

Divisions:

There are 3 divisions:

· Novice:  Those 4-H members who are at least 7 years old but not over 9 as of January 1st of the current year.

· Junior:  Those 4-H members who are at least 7 years old but not over 14 as of January 1st of the current year.

· Senior:  Those 4-H members who are at least 14 years old but not over 18 as of January 1st of the current year.

Contestants may not have participated in an official, college level hippology, horse bowl, or horse-judging contest.  Any 4-Her’s who have registered or participated in the Eastern National 4-H Horse Judging contest in Kentucky are not eligible for this event.

Applications/Registration:
Will be available through a State 4-H Horse mailing and at your county office.  Please watch for deadlines and follow all directions as they are presented.

Teams:
Counties are strongly urged to assemble teams with their members, although individuals may compete without being part of a team.  Novices and seniors compete as individuals.  Juniors may compete as a team consisting of 3 or 4 members, although 4 members are preferable.  When a four-person team is entered, the three highest overall scores will comprise the team’s total score.  Teams may be assembled by any procedure a county deems appropriate.

Contest Officials:
· Chairperson – the State 4-H Horse Advisory Committee will designate The Chairperson.  This individual cannot be affiliated with any pre-existing Horse Judging team in Connecticut.  Their job is to provide a completely impartial contest for all entered.

· Judge – the invited Contest Judge or similar contest official may judge the classes.  Reasons may be judged by several contest judges, who cannot be associated with any team competing in this contest.

· Proctors – Several contest personnel will proctor the judging phase and collect the scorecards.

· Scorers – Several contest personnel will score the judging phase and assist in tabulation of reasons scores.

Competition:

Novice and Juniors – competition is based on placings of approximately 4 classes, 2 halter and 2 performance.  Reasons are optional for Novice and Junior competitors will have 1 reasons class.  

Seniors will judge up to 10 classes, halter and performance, with reasons on 3 to 4 classes, preferably halter and performance.  However, classes to be used as reason classes will be determined at the contest. 

While competition is underway, there will be no conferring between the contestants or between contestants and anyone else, such as coaches or parents, except as directed by the contest superintendent or contest assistants.  First time an infraction of this rule is noted, the contestant will have his class card pulled for the class the member is judging.  A second infraction will result in being excused from the entire contest.
Class Judging:
Horses will be designated as “1”,”2”,”3”, or   “4” and that number will be displayed by the handler or rider.

All halter horses will be judged as “sound” unless otherwise noted by the judge or contest officials.

Performance classes will be judged as seen with unsoundness to be judged accordingly.  All tack and attire will be considered as “legal” unless otherwise stated.

Time: 

Approximately fifteen (15) minutes will be allowed to the contestants to judge non reason classes and approximately seventeen (17) minutes will be allowed to judge reason classes.  Contestants are allowed to take notes.  Scoring cards will be provided.

Reasons:
Seniors – Oral reasons will be required on at least two or possibly more classes.  Juniors will be required to give one set of reasons.  Novice – Oral reasons are optional, on up to two classes.  We encourage our young members to enhance their skills and knowledge by participating.

Time:
Two (2) minutes are allowed to give oral reasons to the judge.  Contestants may take notes while judging, but Senior contestants are not permitted to use notes while giving oral reasons.  Juniors and Novices may use and reference their notes while delivering their reasons.  The Contestants’ placing card will be made available to them upon entering the reasons room, if they request it.

Placings:

Junior

Reasons

Top 6 Teams

Senior

Reasons

Top 6 Individuals

Novice

Reasons

Participation Awards

Junior

Conformation

Top 6 Teams

Senior

Conformation

Top 6 Individuals

Novice             Conformation              Top 10 individuals

Junior

Performance

Top 6 Teams

Senior

Performance

Top 6 Individuals

Novice             Performance
            Top 10 individuals


Junior

Overall


Top 10 individuals

Senior

Overall


Top 10 individuals

Novice

Overall


Top 10 individuals

Junior

Overall


Top 6 Teams

4-H Horse Quiz Bowl
The goals of the 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl are to:

· Allow a forum to display knowledge members have gained in a competitive, friendly atmosphere.

· Encourage members and leaders to study and obtain a more thorough knowledge of horses and related subject matter.

· Help 4-Her’s gain confidence in their horse knowledge.

· Reward and recognize participants for their achievements.

Divisions:
There are 3 divisions:

· Novice:  Those 4-H members who are at least 7 years old but not over 9 as of January 1st of the current year.

· Junior:  Those 4-H members who are at least 7 years old but not over 14 as of January 1st of the current year.

· Senior:  Those 4-H members who are at least 14 years old but not over 18 as of January 1st of the current year.

Contestants may not have participated in an official, college level hippology, horse bowl, or horse-judging contest.  Any 4-H’er who has registered or participated in the Eastern National 4-H Horse Quiz Bowl in Kentucky is not eligible for this event.

Contest Entries: Will be available through a State 4-H Horse mailing and at your county office.  Please watch for deadlines and follow all directions as they are presented.

Competition:
Teams:  Juniors may compete on teams of three, but one round must be left unfilled.  Teams of four have an advantage.  Senior and novice competitions are individual contests.  The number of senior questions will be pre-determined and announced. 

Rounds:
In junior contests with fewer than 8 teams, four rounds of open questions will be used.  For contests with more than 8 teams, four rounds of preliminary questions will be used with all teams.  Teams that are not competing in the first preliminary round will be held in isolation until their turn to participate.  The top teams from each preliminary will compete in the finals with four new rounds of questions.

Sources:
Each contest will follow the sources for the New England Regional Contest and the Eastern National 4-H Roundup.  See this year’s current sources list, available through your Extension Office.  Sources are subject to change yearly.   Eastern National Contest website:  http://www.4hroundup.com/
Roster:
At Quiz bowl check in, each coach will be given an official roster to fill out.  Appearance order will become permanent when that roster is given to the contest chairperson.  Participants must compete in the order listed on their official roster.  Participants who compete “out of order” will forfeit all points they have scored in that round.

Contest Personnel:
The official contest personnel are:

Contest Chairperson:  The Chairperson will be designated by the State 4-H Horse Advisory Committee.  This individual cannot be affiliated with any pre-existing Quiz Bowl team in Connecticut.  Their job is to provide a completely impartial contest for all entered.

Judge:
The quiz bowl contest will be officiated by the invited Contest Judge.  This judge may consult with the Connecticut Extension Horse Staff for assistance.  The Judge may also consult with the Quiz Bowl Chairperson for question clarification or source information.

Moderator:
The moderator will read the questions.  There may be more than one moderator in a contest.

Technician:
The technician is responsible for controlling the buzzers.

Scorekeepers:
Two official score keepers will work on team and individual scoring.  They will confer after each round.  A third scorekeeper will track play on a visible scoreboard for spectators.  This will not represent the official score.

Isolation Officials:
The isolation officials will escort and monitor teams to and from the isolation area.

Questions:
Development and selection of questions are the responsibility of the Quiz Bowl Contest Chairperson.  The Quiz Bowl Contest Chairperson will determine the number of questions in preliminary and final rounds.

Scoring:
Scoring will be as follows:


Correct answer

+1 point


Incorrect answer

-1 point


No answer given

no deduction


Correct Bonus Answer
+2 points


Incorrect Bonus Answer
no deduction

Scores for each team will be determined by adding the individual scores together.

Play:
Play will begin with each team’s number 1 contestant being seated, then number 2 etc.  Each contestant will say their name and the team name so the officials know they are seated in the correct positions and the scorekeepers can review their sheets.  Next they will test their buzzers to ensure they are working.  Questions will begin after buzzer testing is complete.

The moderator reads the first question (as with all succeeding questions) until the completion of question or until such time as a contestant activates a buzzer.

If a buzzer is activated during the reading of a question, the moderator will immediately cease reading the question and the contestant activating the buzzer will have 5 seconds after being recognized by the moderator, to begin to answer the question.

· The question cannot be completed or repeated after a contestant has activated a buzzer.

· Any answer initiated prior to being recognized will be considered incorrect.

· The repeating of the question by the contestant shall not be considered in the initiation of the answer.

· It shall be the responsibility of the moderator and the judge(s) to determine if any actual answer is started within the 5-second period.

· The first answer given will be the only answer considered, regardless of whether another answer is included later in the response.  Only one answer should be offered and accepted.  The judge must take the first answer given.

If the time allowed for an answer elapses without a contestant activating a buzzer, no points will be awarded or deducted.

If a bonus question is attached to an unanswered toss up question, the bonus will move on to the next question.

If the answer to a question is begun during the 5-second allowable time limit and the answer is incorrect, that individual loses one point.  If the question is correctly answered, and was initiated during the 5-second allowable time limit, that team and individual will score one point.

Bonus Questions:
If a bonus question is attached to the correctly answered toss-up question, the moderator reads the bonus question.  The bonus question is only open to the participant who correctly answered the question to which it was attached.  The contestant then has 10 seconds to initiate an answer.  The buzzer does not have to be activated to respond to the bonus question.

Successful completion of the answer will result in the team and individual being awarded 2 points.  All parts of the question must be answered correctly.  No partial points are given.  Failure to answer a bonus question results in no penalty (loss of points) to the team or individual.  No part of a bonus question will be repeated nor will any additional information be given to the contestant.

Clarification:
Any contestant can ask for clarification on a question.  Clarification can only be asked between the answer and the start of the next question.  The judge or moderator will help with clarification.  Protests are not allowed!  Clarifications can only be asked for by contestants.  Coaches or parents cannot ask for clarification on any question.

If a question needs to be thrown out for any reason, it will be replaced with a new question.

The decisions of the Judge are final.  No source is infallible.  Care will be taken to have questions be in agreement with all of the sources.  The judge can elect to discard a question.  If a question is discarded there will be no loss or gain of points on that question.

Ties:

In the case of ties, in either team scores or individual scores, the tie breaking procedure is as follows.  Ties will be broken and the higher place will be awarded to:


Procedure 1 – The greatest number of correct answers:  If still tied, then


Procedure 2 – The greatest number of correct bonus answers:  If still tied, then


Procedure 3 – The greatest number of answering attempts

Alternates:
There are no alternates for the Junior Quiz Bowl team competition.

Placings:
Novice, Junior, and Senior – Individual
Top ten (10)

Junior– Team




Top six (6) Team
State 4-H Horse Program

Individual and Novice Entry Form

Cost:  $10.00 per person per contest. All entry fees can be paid via Venmo to @CTState-Horse. 
Payment must be received by January 6, 2024 – Horsebowl OR March 1, 2024 – Horse Judging
Novice contestant/participant must be registered 4-Hers under the age of 10 years by January 1, 2024.
Separate sheets must be filled out for each contest 
Horsebowl – January 27, MX County Ext Center, Check in 9:30 AM – Deadline for Entry –January 6 
Horse Judging – April 27, 2024, Storrs Campus, Check in 8:30 AM – Deadline for Entry –March 1st 
Check entry times as listed on group forms.

Choices (please circle one) 
Novice Horsebowl








Novice Horse judging


Junior Individual Horse Judging
Senior Individual Horsebowl






Senior Individual Horse Judging

             *All seniors compete as individuals



Participant


Name:_______________________________________________


Address:________________________________________________________________

Birth date:_____________________________     Telephone:____________________________

Coach


Name:______________________________________________


Address:_______________________________________________________________________


Telephone:_____________________________
email








ALL COACHES MUST BE REGISTERED 4-H VOLUNTEERS 
This will be verified through your county office!
Return completed entry forms 
Emily McCabe Alger, 1066 Saybrook Road, Box 70, Haddam, CT 06438

*Forms and/or checks arriving late will not be accepted.

*Incomplete forms will not be accepted.
* Persons listed as coaches who are not registered volunteers will have their forms returned and their packets will not be accepted.

UConn complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination and equal opportunity, and provides reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. 

If you need reasonable accommodations for a disability, please call 860-345-4511 or email Emily.alger@uconn.edu  at least 14 days in advance.  
4-H Horse Program Horsebowl Contest

Team Entry Form





January 27, 2024 – MX Ext Center – 9:30 AM Check in
Junior Team Entry Form

County ________________________ Team Number _______________

Entry Fee: $10.00 per contestant

All entry fees can be paid via Venmo to @CTState-Horse. Payment must be received by January 6, 2024
Team Members:

1. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________





2. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________





3. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________





4. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________






Coach:


Name: ___________________________   Telephone: ____________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Email









rAll C0ACHES/Chaperones MUST BE REGISTERED 4-H VOLUNTEERS – this will be verified through your county office

Return completed entry forms postmarked by January 6
Emily McCabe Alger, 1066 Saybrook Road, Box 70, Haddam, CT 06438

*Forms and arriving late will not be accepted.

*Incomplete forms will not be accepted or combined in office.
* Persons listed as coaches/chaperones who are not registered volunteers will have their forms returned & their packets will not be accepted.

Junior teams should have 3 or 4 members
UConn complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination and equal opportunity, and provides reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. 

If you need reasonable accommodations for a disability, please call 860-345-4511 or email Emily.alger@uconn.edu  at least 14 days in advance.  
4-H Horse Program Horse Judging Contest

Team Entry Form





April 27, 2024 - Storrs Campus – 8:30 AM Check in 
Junior Team Entry Form

County ________________________ Team Number _______________

Entry Fee: $10.00 per contestant

All entry fees can be paid via Venmo to @CTState-Horse. Payment must be received by March 1, 2024
Team Members:

5. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________





6. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________





7. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________





8. Name: _________________________________________

Email






Address: ________________________________________________________________




Birth Date: ____________


   Telephone: _________________






Coach:


Name: ___________________________   Telephone: ____________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Email









rAll C0ACHES/Chaperones MUST BE REGISTERED 4-H VOLUNTEERS – this will be verified through your county office

Return completed entry forms postmarked by March 1

Emily McCabe Alger, 1066 Saybrook Road, Box 70, Haddam, CT 06438

*Forms and arriving late will not be accepted.

*Incomplete forms will not be accepted or combined in office.
* Persons listed as coaches/chaperones who are not registered volunteers will have their forms returned & their packets will not be accepted.

Junior teams should have 3 or 4 members
UConn complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination and equal opportunity, and provides reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. 

If you need reasonable accommodations for a disability, please call 860-345-4511 or email Emily.alger@uconn.edu  at least 14 days in advance.  

