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2026 Herding Group

Saturday, May 2, 2026
Tolland Agricultural Center, Route 30, Vernon CT
Check-in – 8am-8:45am Workshops begin at 9am Event ends at 3:30pm

Register online at s.uconn.edu/4hdogclinic
Registration deadline: April 24, 2026
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Hello to all 4-H Dog Program Participants!

Spring is here, and it is time to register for the annual UConn 4-H Dog Clinic. As always, fun and learning with your dog are at the top of the list, with workshops for agility, general knowledge, obedience, rally, showmanship, and more in which all participants will participate. This year’s keynote speaker is Jennifer Fimbel, retired agriculture horticulture program leader at CCE Dutchess County and a certified nose work trainer, on assisting dog owners in training their dogs to detect spotted lanternfly egg masses. The workshops will be divided into 6 sessions; each session is ~45 minutes. We will also break for lunch. Members and their dogs will rotate between the different workshops offered, learning about many different activities to do with their dogs. Agility will be offered, as in the past, with workshops focusing on fun and
safety.

We hope to see you and your dog on Saturday, May 2, 2026, at the beautiful grounds of the Tolland Agricultural Center. Enrollment is limited, so get your registration today! It’s sure to be a fun and educational day!


The UConn 4-H Dog Clinic Committee

WHO CAN ATTEND:
The UConn 4-H Dog Clinic is open to all registered 4-H Dog Project members 7 - 18 years of age and their registered 4-H project dog. Registered 4-H members from any state of New England may attend. Only one dog is allowed to attend per registered person; no dogs in season may attend. Youth members aged 12 and under MUST be accompanied either by a parent, guardian or leader/chaperone. If a number of youth are attending from one club, the club may provide one adult chaperone for every 4 youth ages 12 and under. All participants are expected to follow and adhere to the 4-H Code of Conduct, including participating in all activities and staying with your assigned groups throughout the day. The 4-H member is expected to control and handle their dog, at all times throughout the day.
All dogs must be crate trained; crates must be brought to the event. Dogs that show aggression to other dogs or people or dogs that are uncontrollable will be asked to leave, and that person’s registration will be refunded. The event will be held outdoors; however, should there be inclement weather the event will take place in buildings on the Tolland Agricultural Center (TAC) grounds. Wear appropriate clothing for all weather possibilities.
EVENT INFOMATION:

· Date: May 2, 2026
· Location: Tolland Agricultural Center, 24 Hyde Ave, Vernon, CT, 06066
· Time: Check in: 8:00-8:45 am, Workshops begin at 9:00 am; event ends at 3:30


REGISTRATION INFORMATION:

· Register Online at: s.uconn.edu/4hdogclinic
· Registration Deadline: April 25, 2025, by 11:59 PM
· Registration Fee: $20.00
(Fee includes grounds access, materials, workshops, and handouts.) 
Contact Tolland Extension office to request information regarding mail in registration. Enrollment is limited to 30 participants and their dogs; early registration is encouraged.
REQUIRED DOCUMENTS
The following documents must be emailed (subject line dog clinic) to tolland@uconn.edu by April 25, 2026 or mailed to Tolland County Extension, 24 Hyde Ave, Vernon, CT 06066, postmarked by April 25, 2026. Please ensure the following document is submitted:
1. Proof of Rabies Vaccine
2. Current Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (CVI) (aka Health Certificate),

Distemper & Parvovirus Lyme disease and Kennel Cough vaccinations are recommended but not required

Check in and Pick up times:
Check in is from 8:00AM-8:45AM. The first workshop session begins at 9:00AM. End time is 3:30PM. All workshops are subject to change. We will break for lunch from 11:15-12. Parents and/or guardians are required to sign in and sign out their child on arrival and departure. If someone other than the parent will pick up the child, written notification and permission from the parent/guardian is required. Please include the name and relationship to the child of the adult who will pick up the child.


Parents:
Parents or designated chaperones must stay for the day if their child/club members are age 12 and under. 4-H youth are not allowed to leave grounds unaccompanied by parent or designated chaperone. All youth not accompanied by a parent/guardian must have a completed Pick-up Authorization Form, found on the UConn 4-H forms page https://4-h.extension.uconn.edu/forms/
All 4-H Parents/Chaperones are not allowed to assist with the care and handling of animals. The 4-H member is expected to control and handle their dog at all times throughout the day. Adults planning to stay must also register in order for event organizers to know how many will be attending. Adults staying do not need to pay. No additional dogs may accompany the participant or adult.

Dog Information:
Dogs must be in good health, free of contagious diseases and parasites. All dogs must have proof of immunizations as described above. Dogs need to be under the control of their 4-H handlers. Dogs showing aggressive behavior toward other dogs or people may be asked to leave. Participants are responsible for picking up after their own dog.


Bandana Program:
Dogs who need more personal space will be wearing a special orange bandana provided by the program. If you see a dog wearing an orange bandana, approach cautiously and speak with the handler about the best way to handle approaching the dog or about dog-to-dog interactions. Some of these dogs may be shy, nervous, or new to large group situations

What to Bring:

Dog dishes
Obedience and show leashes
Clean up bags for doggie bathroom
Grooming supplies
Tarp for under crate (optional)
Appropriate clothing for outdoor activities
Sunscreen & Insect Repellant
Lunch and a beverage
Water to drink throughout the day for you and your dog
A folding chair
Dog Crate
Dog toys

Safety:
The UConn 4-H program reserves the right to add rules prior to the start of this program. All rules will be posted and reviewed at the start of the day; these rules are mandatory. If anyone chooses not to follow

the rules or the Code of Conduct, a parent will be contacted to pick up the participant. Close-toed shoes must be worn. There will be no medical staff in attendance at this event. In the case of a medical emergency, paramedics will be called, and parents will be notified. Participants are not allowed to leave the 4-H Dog Clinic grounds during the time of the program.

Directions to the event:
The Tolland Agricultural Center is located at 24 Hyde Avenue, Vernon CT, 06066. For directions, see their website at tollandcountyagriculturalcenter.org or use a search engine such as google maps.


Snacks and Meals:
Lunch is not included in the event registration. A boxed Subway meal can be ordered, at an additional charge, at time of registration Light snacks and water will be provided. No vending machines or lunch foods are available on the grounds; unaccompanied youth are not allowed to leave the grounds during the event. Anyone with dietary needs must bring all their own foods.

We will end at 3:30pm. For lunch, participants and their families are invited to bring their own lunch or order a boxed lunch at registration. Boxed lunch included a 6" sandwich with lettuce, tomato, cheese & condiments (on the side), as well as a cookie and bag of chips.



QUESTIONS:
Please contact Maryann at tolland@uconn.edu or call 860-875-3331 if you have any questions.

Workshops and Activities:

All participants are expected to participate in their assigned workshops throughout the day. Times or content of workshops are subject to change due to availability of workshop providers and enrollment. Youth participants receive their schedule when they check-in at the event.

AGILITY: All dogs and handlers will have the opportunity to participate in dog agility to improve their skills and learn about canine safety as they practice on several obstacles.

DOG GENERAL KNOWLEDGE/SKILL-A-THON: Dog general knowledge activities are based on topics for Big E 4-H Dog Class: Herding dogs. Other topics will include dog anatomy, basic dog care, and dog first aid are included.

RALLY: Placement in sessions is based on your dog’s current obedience level. Both dogs and handlers will work towards improving their skills and handling. The dog/handler team move at their own pace, like that of rally-style auto racing, throughout a course of signs displaying obedience tasks to be done.
SHOWMANSHIP: Workshop placement levels are based on handler’s previous showmanship experience and expertise. Dogs and handlers will learn problem solving methods and approaches to help fine tune showmanship skills.
DOG OBEDIENCE: Placement in sessions is based on your dog’s current obedience level. Both dogs and handlers will work towards improving their obedience skills and handling.
COLLAR MAKING: Each participant will handmake, functional show collar that lies flat on their dog’s neck and includes a secure D-ring for attaching a dog license.

KEYNOTE PRESENTATION: 
This workshop introduces participants to. The presenter, Jennifer Fimbel, retired agriculture horticulture program leader at CCE Dutchess County and a certified nose work trainer, on assisting dog owners in training their dogs to detect spotted lanternfly egg masses. Spotted lanternflies cause significant agricultural damage by feeding on plant sap, weakening crops


Personal Items:
Any personal items, such as but not limited to ipods, Kindles, iPads, cell phones, cameras, laptops or other electronic portable devices are brought to the UConn 4-H Dog Clinic at your own risk. The UConn 4-H Dog Clinic and the organizers, and the University of Connecticut are not responsible for any lost, stolen or misplaced items. Cell phones must be kept off during all scheduled activities and workshops. No electronic devices, including cell phones, are to be used during any workshops.












UConn complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination, equal opportunity, affirmative action, and providing reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. Contact: Office of Institutional Equity; 860-486-2943; equity@uconn.edu; https://www.equity.uconn.edu
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