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UConn 4-H Fact Sheet
Determining Food Costs

This worksheet provides you with the formula and practice on calculating how much you spend per
month on food for your animal(s). DO NOT PUT THIS IN YOUR RECORD BOOK. This may help you, in an
alter�nate way, to calculate feed expenses. Use the numbers in the boxes to fill in your record book

If You Are Feeding Dry Food/ Concentrates/Supplements Hint: If you are feeding cups, weigh what
you are feeding to determine the ounces/pounds. 

If you are feeding pounds 
Cost of bag - $ _____ divided _____ lbs in the bag = $ ______ per lb 
Weight of one serving =__________lbs 
Number of servings/day ____ 
# of servings/day x lbs/serving = __________ Total lbs fed/day 
$________ per lb X ________ total lbs/day = $________ per day 

If you are feeding ounces 
Cost of bag/container - $ ____ divided ___lbs in the bag = $ ____ per lb
$ ________ per lb divided by 16 = $_________per ounce 
Weight of one serving =__________ounces
Number of servings/day ____ # of servings x ounces/serving = __________ Total ounces
fed/day 
$________ per ounce X ______ total ounces/day = $________ per day



UConn complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination, equal
opportunity, affirmative action, and providing reasonable accommodations for per�sons with

disabilities. Extension program participants may request reasonable accommodations to
address limitations from a disability. Contact: UConn Extension Civil Rights Liaison at

extensioncivilrights@uconn.edu.

If You Are Feeding Canned Food 
Cost of each can: $ _____ x ______ # per day = $ ________ per day 

If You Are Feeding Hay 
Cost of bale - $ ____ divided ___ flakes/sections in a bale = $ ____ per flake/section 
Number of flakes/feeding _____________ 
Number of feeding/day ____ # of flakes/feeding x # of feedings/day = _____ Total flakes
fed/day 
$____per flake/section X ___ total # of flakes/day = $____ per day

If You Are Feeding Silage 
2000 pounds in a ton Cost of ton $ _______ divided 2000 pounds = $ ________ per pound
Number of pounds/feeding ________ 
Number of feeding/day ____ # of pounds/feeding x # of feedings/day = _____ Total lbs. fed/day
$____ per lbs X ____ total # of lbs fed/day = $_______ per/day

TO DETERMINE MONTHLY FOOD COSTS 
Monthly cost: $ ________per day X 28 days/month =__________ 
Monthly cost: $ ________per day X 29 days/month =__________ 
Monthly cost: $ ________per day X 30 days/month =__________ 
Monthly cost: $ ________per day X 31 days/month =_________

State 4-H Office - UConn Extension 
1376 Storrs Road 

Storrs, CT 06269-4134 
Phone: 860-486-4127 FAX: 860-486-0264 

Email: 4-H@uconn.edu 
Web: s.uconn.edu/4-h
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